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a3 M/A
CLEANUFR OF RUMIT IZSLAND AT ENEWETAK ATOLL

REF: A. LTR FROM IMI FRESIDE!
B. USCINCFAT 1216 99361
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. 0 WOT A ATOLL TN THE LIC oF THE MARSHALL
SLANDE (R} HAS ONE OF TRE THO MAl ITES 0OF MUCLDAR WDARONT )
EZTING M THE 15483 AMND 17505. OME OF THE [SLAMDS IN THE

ATOLL. RUNIT, WAS CONTAMINATED WITH PLUTONIUM DURING THE

TESTING. FROM 1977 T0 193¢ THE ATCLL UMDERMEMNT A MAJOR CLEANUP

OFERATION, BUT RUNIT WAS NOT COMPLETELY DECOMTAMINATED, AND

REMAING THE OME MAJOR ISLAMD IM THE ATOLL MOT HABITABLE. REF A

REQUESTED USCINCPAC ASSISTANCE IN EFFECTING THE CLEANUP, AND

REF B REFERRED THE MATTER TO AMEMEASSY MAJURG. THIS CABLE

FCRWARDS THE REQUEST TO CONCERNED WASHINGTON AGENCIES FOR

COORDINATED ACTION. END SHUMMARY.

£. ON 7 DECCMIDER 19%%, ACTING RMI PREZIDCNT KUNIO LEMARI SENT
TO ADMIRAL HUMTIMGTON HARDISTY A LETTER REQUESTING CIMNCPAC
SSISTANCE IN ARRANGING FOR THE "DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY TO
EFFECT DECOMTAMIMATION OF RUMIT ISLAND IN ENTWETAK ATOLL. THE
TEXT IZ REPRUOLCUCED BLLOW.
Z. QUOTE. DEAR ADMIRAL HARDISTY: I AM WRITING TC REQUEST YOUR
ASSISTANCE IN ARRAMNGING FOR THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY TO
COMPLETE THE CLEANUP OF RUNIT ISLAND AT ENEWETAK ATOLL.
WMENEWMETAE ATOLL WAS ONE 0OF TWO MAJOR TEST FACILITIES IN THE
YyMAREHALL ISLANDS UTILIZED BY THE UNITED STATES IN THE 17485 AND
1959Z FOR TESTING MUCLEAR MEAPOMZ. IT IS MY UNDERSTAMDING THAT
THE ZDIL IN ONE AREA OF RUNIT ISLAND REMAINS DANGEROUSLY
CONTAMIMATED WITH THE RADIOQACTIVE ELEMIMT PLUTONUIM. THE
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CONTAMINATICON IS AT SUCH A LEVEL THAT COFFICIALS OF THE UNITED
STATES DEPARTMENMT OF EMERGY HAVE ADVISED THE RESIDEMTS OF
ENEWETAK ATOLL THAT RUNIT ISLAND MUST REMAIN OFF LIMITS INTO
THE IMDEFIMITE FUTURE.

RECENTLY, HOWEVER, IT HAS COME TO MY ATTENTION THAT AN
EFFECTIVE MINIMG TECHMDLOGY HAC BEEM DEVELOPED DY THE DEFENSZE

NUCLEAR AGENCY FOR EXTRACTING PLUTONIUM FROM SOI1i. AND THAT SUCH
A TECHMOLOGY IS MOW BEING USED AT JOHMSTOMN ATOLL, MHILH, LIKE
WIINIT IELARD. WAS CONTAMINMNATED WITH FLUTONUIN DURING THE COURSE
OF TEETING NUCLEAR HIARPOMS. IT IS THE RLEOQUEST OF MY GOVERMHMENT
THAT, QMCE THE CLEANUF HAS BEEN COMPLETCED AT JOHNSTON ATOLL,
THE PLUTONIUM MIMING FLANMT BE REASSEMEBLED AT RUMIT ISLAND AN
THAT THE DECONTAMINATION OF THAT ISLAND EBE COMPLETED.

DURIMG A THREE YEAR PERICD (1977 -193@), THE DLEFENZE MUCLEAR
AGENCY UNDERTOOK A MASSIVE CLEANUP OF ENEWETAL ATOLL. THE
DFERATION INVOLYED THE REMOYVAL OF LARGE QUANTITIES OF S03IL FROM
FIVE DIFFERENT ISLANDS WITHIN THE ATCLL. WHEREVCR THE PLUTDNIUM
COMTENT QF THE SOIL EXCIEDED SAFETY GUIDELIMES, THE S0IL WA
RELDCATED TO A WASTE DISFPOSAL SITE. UNFORTUNATELY, A PiRT"” oF
RUNIT ISLAND MWAS LEFT UMTREATED. I UNDERETAMD THAT THE DEFEZINGE
NUCLEAR AGENCY HAD INTENDED TO DECONTAMINATE THIE AREA BUT KAS
SReYEMTED FROM DOIMG S0 PY EITHER A SHORTFALL o7 FUMDING R THE
DEPLOYMENT OF UNITED STATES ARMED FORCES PERDONMMEL AZSIGHNED
THE PROJECT.
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AS A CONSEQUENCE OF THE CLEANUP HAVING REEN LEFT INCOMPLETE,
THIS MAJOR ISLAND IM EMEWETAK ATOLL REMAIMS UNMIMNHABITARLE.
SEVERAL YEARS AGO, THE PEOPLE OF ENEWETAK RESUMED RESIDENCE AT
ISLANDS IM THE SOUTHERM HALF OF ENEWETAK ATOLL. THEY ARE
CURRENTLY CONSIDERING RESETTLING ENJEBI ISLAND IN THE NORTHERN
PORTICN OF THE ATOLL AND THE UNITED STATES GOVERMMENT HAS
PROVIDED A TRUST FUND TO FINAMCE THE RESETTLEMENT AND REFLANTING
OF ENJEBI ISLAMD. ACCORDING T9 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF
ENERGY REPORTS, RUNIT ISLAND REMAINS THE ONLY MAJOR ISLAND THAT
HAD TRADITIONALLY SERVED AS THE RESIDEMCE OF EMEWETAKESE FEQPLE
AND THAT IS STILL UNINHARITABLE.~- I ASK YOU MAKE ARRANGEMENTS
WITH THE DEFEMSE MNUCLEAR AGEMCY TC RESTORE THE ISLAND TC
HADITABILITY.

1 WouLD FURTHER NOTE THAT THE WASTE DISPOSAL SITE FOR PLUTONIUM
CONTAMINATED SOIL FROM THROUGHOUT EMEWETAK ATOLL IS LOCATED ON
RUNIT ISLAND. THE CONTAMINATED S50IL WAZ DEPOSITED IN A BONME
CRATER AND COVERED BY A COMCRETE DOME. THE MWASTE DISPOSAL SITE
IS SAFELY SHIELDED AND IS REGULARLY MONITORED BY THE DEPARTMENT
OF EMNERGY. THIS AREA WOULD HAVE TO REMAIM A RADIOLOGICAL
(HNTNDL AREA AND SHOULD BE FENCED IN DEFDORE RUNIT ISLAND IS

ETTLED OR USED FOR THE CULTIVATION OF FOOD CROPS I AM
INrDRMED THAT RUNIT ISLAND REMAINS OFF-LIMITS TO THE
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ENEMETAKEZE, KOT BECAUZE 07 THE DISFOSAL .SITE, BUT DBECAUSE THE
DEFENEE NUCLEAR AGENCY DID NCT QUITE FINISH UP ITS CLEANUP JOB

TEN YEARS AGO.

NGW THAT AN EFFECTIYE TECHNCOLDOGY HAS BEEN FOUND TO REMOVE
PLUTONIUM FRCM THE SOIL OF CORAL ATOLLS, I REQUEST THAT THE
CLEANUF EE COMPLETED AT RUNIT IN THE NEAR FUTURE. THE PEOMLE

T0D

OF THC MARSHALL ISLAMDS SHALL EBE MOST GRATEFUL FGOR YOUR HELP IN

CONVEYING THIS RESUEZST TG THE DEFENSE NUCLEAR AGENCY.
SINCERELY YOQURGS. (CIGMED, WUMID D. LEMARI, ACTINMG FRECIDENT.
END QUBTE,

4. ON RECEIVING THE REQUDST FROM ACTING PRESIDEMT LEMARI,
ADMIRAL HARDISTY REFCRRED THE RCUUEST TO AMERBASSY MAJURQ EY
MEANS OF (REF D. THE TEXT OF REF E WAS CONVEYED TO PRESIDENT
AMATA KABUA IN A DIFLOMATIC NOTE DATED § JANUARY 1999.

i?"E’EENcRALfNATSDN- 1 WOULD AFPRECIATE YOUR PERSONAL
EVALUATION OF THE PRESIDENT'S REGQUEST AMD YOUR VIEMS OM THE
TECHNICAL REJUIRTMENTS TO RESEAND To IT.

6. EMBASSY REQUESTE THAT CTHER COGMIZANT AGEMCIZS COORDIMATE WITH

DIRECTOR DNA TO DETERMINE THE BEST MEANS OF COMPLETING THE
DECOMTAMINATION OF JURIT IZLAND.

7. COMMENT . THE AFTERAFFECTS CGF THE NUCLEAR TEZTING PROGRAN

REMAIM SENSITIVE PCGLITICAL AMD (IUMANITARIAN IGSUCS IM THE RMI.

THE DEPARTMENT 0OF ENEREY'S REZENT DECISION TO REEXAMINE THE

SAFETY OF RONGEILLAT ATOLL EARMED MIDESPREAD FAYORABLE COMMEMT IN

MARSHALLESE POLITICAL CIRCLEZ AND IN THE LOCAL PRESIL. GSIMILAR
ATTENTION DCVOTED TO RUMIT IGLAND WOUILD LIKEWIZE PROVE o
EENEFICIAL FROM POLITICAL AND HUMANITARIAN STANDPIOINTS. END
COMMENT. THOMGSEN
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